Impact on China\'s economy and the world\'s economy {#emt30649-sec-0001}
===================================================

The economic impact of the virus on the world\'s economy and on China\'s economy cannot be underestimated. Regardless of when the virus is contained, the supply chain of Chinese goods has been disrupted for the foreseeable future.

Cary Huang, writing in the *South China Morning Post*, painted a worst‐case scenario of financial collapse, foreign exodus, and large‐scale bankruptcy.

And COVID‐19 could impact the mobility of students from China and other countries. Christopher Ziguras, a Professor of Global Studies at RMIT University in Australia; and Ly Tran, a Fellow at Deakin University in Australia, described the COVID‐19 outbreak as "the biggest disruption in international student flows in history."

Enrollment of students from China at colleges and universities in the United States was declining before the spread of the virus, and the virus is likely to add to that decline. According to a report by Yojana Sharma, published on Feb. 13 in *University World News*, two‐thirds of counselors in the Beijing Overseas Study Association surveyed are forecasting a decline in the number of Chinese students studying abroad next year. Almost three‐quarters of the agents reported fewer student consultations than in the previous year.

On Jan. 27, the Chinese Ministry of Education announced that English proficiency examinations, allowing Chinese students to apply to international colleges and universities, had been canceled for February. ACT, GMAT, and GRE testing in mainland China was also postponed.

In February, 100,000 Chinese students scheduled to begin classes in Australia were restricted by travel bans from beginning their studies for the current semester. Travel bans and visa blocks in Singapore, the United States, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom will delay or cancel the plans of many of the Chinese students scheduled to study abroad in those countries for summer programs and in the fall semester.

Enrollment of students from China\'s \$1 trillion Belt and Road Initiative countries studying in China has also been slowed.

Depending on the longevity of the virus, many Chinese families, negatively impacted by curtailed business activity, may no longer have the financial resources to send their children abroad for tertiary education.

Impact on mobility of international students worldwide {#emt30649-sec-0002}
======================================================

Prior to the Iranian Revolution in 1978, the largest cohort of international students studying in the United States were from Iran. Georgetown University had one of the largest numbers of Iranian students. Overnight they were gone. As a young admission officer at that time, I never forgot that lesson, and all these years later I am an advocate of "cohort marketing" and an opponent of overreliance on a single student market.

More Chinese students have enrolled worldwide over the past two decades than any other group of students in history. Yet while COVID‐19 may slow down or put an end to future growth of Chinese students, there were many signs before the virus hit that slower growth was already taking place. Economic and geopolitical signs were everywhere. The headwinds of change were evident for a long time.

International strategic plans should have taken into account fewer Chinese students in both the long and short term, and future strategic international plans should take into account the political, economic, societal, and health trends in China.

Strategic international plans written for this year and next should be scrapped in full or in part. Most are no longer valid.

Conclusion {#emt30649-sec-0003}
==========

No one can predict with certainty what the long‐term effects of COVID‐19 will be on China\'s economy, the world\'s economy, and Chinese student mobility. What we do know is that the geopolitical, economic, and societal pieces of our worldwide puzzle are changing.

In an opinion article published on March 3 in the *South China Morning Post*, Lawrence J. Lau wrote: "We must rethink our travel and global supply chain." I would suggest that this also applies to international student mobility.

Although I would use a pencil when predicting the short‐term and long‐term implications of COVID‐19, it is apparent that the virus has disrupted commerce worldwide.
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